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giving of presents to the Ambassadors, which consist
of kettles, hatchets, guns, powder, balls, etc.

The day following this last ceremony, it is per-
mitted to the Ambassadors to walk through the
whole Village, which before they were not able to
do. Then every evening they give them spec-
tacles,—that is to say, the men and women in their
most beautiful dresses assemble at the public place,
and dance until the night is far advanced. When
they are ready to return home, the Masters of the
ceremonies furnish them with the provisions neces-
sary for the journey.

After having thus given you a slight idea of the
character and customs of the Na#ckez Savages, 1
proceed, my Reverend Father, as I have promised
you, to enter on a detail of their perfidy and treason.
It was on the second of December of the year 1729,
that we learned they had surprised the French, and
had massacred almost all of them. This sad news
was first brought to us by one of the planters, who
had escaped their fury. It was confirmed to us on
the following day by other French fugitives, and
finally, some French women whom they had made
slaves, and were forced afterward to restore, brought
us all the particulars.

At the first rumor of an event so sad, the alarm
and consternation was general in New Orleans.
Although the massacre had taken place more than
a hundred leagues from here, you would have
supposed that it had happened under our own eyes.
Each one was mourning the loss of a relative, a
friend, or some property; all were alarmed for their
own lives, for there was reason to fear that the
conspiracy of the Savages had been general.



